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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES
United Nations Peace Forces Headquarters
Sigge des Forces de Paix des Nations Unies
UNCIVPOL Headquarters, Pleso-WEEKLY REPORT:04-09.09.95
I. UNCRO _

Priority mission area for UNCivpol.

A. Cbange in Operational Activity: _

SE: "RSK" authorities have officially re-iterated their decision to prohibit
UNCivpol operational activity. The same insensitive attitude towards human rights
monitoring was seen in SS & SN immediately prior to the Croatian offensive
there. "ARSK™"'s Baranja CO in a written message to the Sector command on
07.05.95,pointed out in para 4 that interaction between UN members and the non-
Serbian population is not acceptable. UNCivpol has therefore for some time now
not been in a position to carry out any effective monitoring,as prescribed in its
mandate,but is merely maintaining a continuity of presence to ease resumption of
duties when the situation so permits.

SW: Proceeding as normal.

SN & 8S: UNCivpol,often in tandem with the HRATs, is expanding its patrolling
to the remoter villages. UNCivpol in SN is operating out of
Kostajnica, Topusko,and Slunj,locations while in S$S all monitors are based at Knin.
Co-location with the Croatian police(Policija) cannot be implemented at
present,because the Policija itself has not yet assumed a well defined structure in
the newly recovered jurisdictions. UNCivpol is busy figuring out the Policija
organization being set up,in terms of its various branches and their chain of
command. Co-operation with the Policija to a satisfactory degree also has to be
worked out. The understanding of co-operation reached with UNCivpol at the
Croatian Ministry of Interior level significantly differs from that at the regional
levels and even more from what is actually practiced. Co-operation from Croatian
officials as envisaged by the Akashi-Sarinic agreement of 6th August is not
forthcoming. Nevertheless a positive development has been the start of joint
UNCivpol-Policija patrolling in the region on a regular basis.
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B. Restrictions _on_Freedom of Movement:

SE: The same as before with one encouraging exception. Since 05.09,UNCivpol
is exempted from applying in advance to use the Bilje crossing point(open 24 hrs.
daily). The reason for this relaxation appears to be a cordial relationship between
the UNCivpol monitors and the crossing point police rather than an overall change
in attitude of the higher local authorities.

SW: UNCivpol are prevented from entering the Gredani Okucanski area by HV.
No reasons have been given.

SN: More restrictions on movement are being experienced. UNCivpol patrols
in the Dvor area were halted in the vicinity on two separate occassions by HV.
SS:  This week,UNCivpol patrols were not allowed to proceed to the Gornji
Lapac village. Policija claimed the the Gornji Lapac area,northeast of Gracac on
the road to Kulen Vakuf,was not safe for UNCivpol movement. Access to Mala
Polaca,denied last week,became possible again at the start of this week. Resumed
patrolling of Mala Polaca,on the way from Knin to Vrlika,revealed new evidence
of suspected human rights violations (see section C below).

C. Cases mornitored(incl. Human Rights Violations):
SE: Asnotedin Section A above, UNCivpol's monitoring function has been made
impossible.
SW: A relative lull in intimidation of the Serbian minority.
A serious,but dubious,complaint of intimidation/assault was recorded by Grubisno
Polje UNCivpol on 08.09.. On-05.09 at around 2130 hrs. the Serbian
complainant,a local male resident aged 66 years,while walking past a house was
assaulted and thrown on its fence. The fence was broken,and the house's owner
fired four rounds at the complainant but the latter managed to escape being hit.
The next-morning when the complainant was going to meet the owner of the same
house,he found almost all the residents of the street gathered near the fence broken
the night before. The crowd gathered started abusing the complainant. The
complainant immediately left the place but he was followed by two men from the
crowd,one of them called Mato,and beaten up by them. The complainant is afraid
. for himself and his family. He felt insecure reporting the matter to the Policija
directly,choosing to come to the UNCivpol station instead. The complainant
mentioned a history of being intimidated because of his ethnicity. _
Another case of possible intimidation was reported on 06.09 by an elderly Serb
male from Smrtic village in Okucani AOR. The Serb resident had found a bomb
in one of the rooms of his house. UNCivpol asked Policija the same day to
arrange for immediate removal of the bomb. '
Refugees from the Banja Luka vicinity, BSA controlled territory,are settling down
in the Seovica-Japag community of Pakrac AOR. UNCivpol interviewed some of
the refugees who,apart from complaining of lack of humanitarian assistance and
being ignored by UN and other international agencies,alleged arbitrary executions
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by the BSA during the forced ethnic cleansing of the Banja Luka area. One of the
refugees a 30 year old Croatian female from Debjljaci village,situated Skm away
from Banja Luka,described how BSA soldiers came to their village ordering an
evacuation of the area. She stated that one person from her village had been killed
in the process,and others in the Bosnian Muslim community who had refused to
vacate their homes had also been killed by the BSA.

A criminal complaint against UN personnel was lodged with UNCivpol at 0230
brs. on 03.09. Allegedly a 17 year old Croatian girl named Nikolina Mijoc was
sexually assaulted by an ArgBAT soldier around 0145 hrs. the same night at
Matoseva street in Daruvar. The girl was reportedly followed by the UN soldier
after she left a local disco. UN MPs and the Croatian Policija are co-operating in
the investigation of the case. The accused UNPF member was promptly arrested
at 0500 hrs. a few hours after the report was made.

SN: An updated list of the proliferating number of destroyed houses is attached
in annex G. It is evident that the destruction of property is continuing at a
steady,if not accelerating,pace. Comlplaints of heinous human rights violations
including murder,armed robbery,and suspected forced disappearances,of the Serbs
are also continually being registered by UNCivpol. :
On 02.09.95 HV conducted a weapon-searching operation in the Lovca area,west
of Kostajnica. ~UN movement into the area was restricted during the
operation,access being allowed later in the afternoon after its completion. As soon
as the restriction on movement was lifted, UNCivpol patrols entered the area.
Lovca village was largely deserted. A tractor loaded with looted property was
encountered by the UNCivpol patrol near Borojevici. There were two men,one
of them armed with an automatic rifle and dressed in HV uniform,and two women
on board. The group was stopping by the abandoned Serbian houses and helping
themselves to the property within. They replied to an UNCivpol query that they
were robbing the Serbs in retaliation for similar actions of the Serbs against Croats
in the past. A threatening motion was made with the automatic rifle at the
UNCivpol monitors as a warning not to interfere. During that whole
day,UNCivpol observed exceptionally high HV/Policija traffic on the road
northwest from Kostajnica through Prevrsac,Mecencani,and Borojevici,leading to
Jabukovac and onwards to Petrinja. A road branching to the south of this
Kostajnica-Jabukovac route goes to Lovea. The UNCivpol monitors on patrol
were stopped and checked by a HV/Policija checkpoint at Prevrsac. It may be
recalled that during the defunct "RSK" control of the Sector,movement south of
Jabukovac to the same area was always strictly forbidden for UNCivpol because
of the typically given reason of military security.

The next day,i.e. on 03.09, UNCivpol returned to Lovca for a closer inquiry into
the events of the preceding day. A local Serb female told UNCivpol of how her
relative Radojka Rudanovic had been shot dead by HV soldiers in the aforesaid
operation. According to the informant,on 02.09 around 1000 hrs. HV soldiers
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spotted R.Rudanovic pasturing her pigs in the village surroundings. The HV
soldiers ordered R.Rudanovic to stop her activity but she didn't pay attention to
them. The HV soldiers then shot her dead. R.Rudanovic's dead body was left
lying at the spot. Later on,the corpse was buried by the victim's neighbours and
her sister-in-law in her family section of the new village cemetry. At about 1300
hrs. the same day during the operation in the lower part of the Lovca village i.e.
D.Lovca,the HV soldiers robbed 200 kunas from a local Serb that had been given
to him only a month ago by the Croatian local Red Cross. The Croatian law
enforcement agencies should of course be legally obliged to fully investigate the
above-mentioned allegations of murder and robbery. In the interest of confidence
building,it is strongly urged that such operations in villages with a vulnerable
Serbian minority be conducted first of all not by HV soldiers but by professional
Croatian civillian police i.e. the Policija and secondly under in sim UN
observation. .

Also in Kostajnica AOR,UNCivpol received reports on 01.09 of flagrant looting
from nearby villages. In Menecani village a local Serb,who does not want his
identity disclosed,reported how on 29.08 a 88 year old Serbian male resident of
the same village was robbed of his property by a group of three unknown
persons,two of them being in HV uniforms. The accused robbers were armed
with automatic rifles and came in a car bearing registration #SK-777-A6. A
tractor,cultivator,and other agricultural equipment was loaded and taken away on
a truck that arrived soon after them. An UNCivpol patrol on 30.08 to the villages
of Stremen, Crkvenij Bok,and Ivanskiy Bok,just east of Sunja in the former ZOS
were informed by a local schoolteacher of the plundering that had taken place
there. The remaining Serb inhabitants,predominantly elderly citizens,in these
villages were interviwed by UNCivpol to assess the extent of the looting.
Abridged accounts from the locals,with their respective names mentioned, follow:-
Strabac Stoja simply said that everything was taken from his house. Bizic Savo
complained of his son's Audi motor-car and a color TV set being robbed by men
in HV uniform. Drajina Bizic said that his entire crop-harvest had been removed
by unknown persons dressed in HV uniform. Zlopaka Ljuban informed UN Civpol
of how unknown persons had stolen her horse-carriage and all of her fire-wood.
On 03.09 about 5km northwest of Dvor on a side-road in the direction of
D.Javoranj,an UNCivpol patrol discovered a major dumping site of property
belonging to the departed native Serbs. Piles of all sorts of motor-vehicles and
other personal belongings were seen spread over an area approximately 200m by
300m wide. ' '
A 76 year old Serbian woman,living in Glina,informed UNCivpol on 04.09 that
her husband has disappeared since a night in the beginning of August (she can't
remember exact date) coinciding with HV/Policija's invasion of the area. Her
husband had stepped out that night to check the condition of their cattle but never
returned. A few days later the complainant heard a car outside her house. When
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she went out to see what was going on,a man in uniform appeared pointing a pistol
at her. She went back inside her house frightened. Another Serbian woman
Milica Stanko,resident of Zivkovice Kosa village near Vojnic,also appealed to
UNCivpol for assistance in finding out the fate of her husband. On 12.08.95 her
husband was taken by the Croatian military police to Vojnic for interrogation,and
subsequently removed to Karlovac. Since that date,Milica Stanko has not received
any news of her husband. The Croatian law-enforcement officials appear to have
yet again failed to fulfill their legal responsibility,clearly defined by international
humanitairan law,of providing information about the charges faced,time of taking
the arrested person to custody,precise location of detention,time of appearance
before a judge or similar authority,etc. to the concerned family.

UNCivpol has not established a sub-station inside the Kuplejensko refugee camp
but is attemnpting to monitor the situation there through frequent patrolling. The
security situation inside the camp is still assessed as being precarious;even the
Croatian law-enforcement agencies are reportedly apprehensive of taking care of
it. On the afternoon of 03.09 one of the Bosnian Muslim refugees was shot and
greviously wounded. No information about the identity of the assailants,as well
as other details of the case,has been given to UNCivpol presumably because of the
atmosphere of fear pervading the camp.

SS: The human rights situation,as in SN, is critical. Reports of murder,robbery,
arson, forced disappearances,criminal intimidation etc. continue building up. The
accused are more often than not men in HV or Policija uniforms. The updated list
of the arson-affected villages is so lengthy it is awkward to attach it as an annex
to this report. The list has however been separately forwarded to the humanitarian
crisis cell in the SRSG's office,Division of Information,and ICTY.

Not only are previously noted corpses seen lying around still unattended,but
additional ones are being discovered. On 06.09,an UN Civpol patrol to Zrmanja
village,Gracac AOR,found a partially decomposed corpse at the roadside about
4km from Zrmanja bridge. The corpse was of a male,dressed in civillian
clothes, with three bullet gunshot wounds in the stomach. A driving licence and
other personal documents were recovered from the corpse,identifying the victim
as 57 year old Komazec Gojko. The information and the documents were
promptly passed on to the Gracac Policija duty officer. Also on
06.09, UNCivpol/HRAT came across a half buried corpse at Brezovac village near
Donji Lapac. The back of the corpse,not covered by earth,revealed three gunshot
wounds. The corpse,though decomposed,could be seen to be that of a male who
had probably been wearing civillian clothing (a photograph was taken by the
HRAT). An UNMO team,on 04.09,found the corpse of a woman in her car at
Babic hamlet,1km north of Kistanje. The woman had two gunshot wounds in her
head. The UNMO team had earlier on 01.09 met the same woman alive and
helped her out with her car. A partially decomposed corpse of an elderly
woman,cause of death not apparent,was shown on 07.09 by a local to UNCivpol
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at Vuksic village,Stankovei Policija's jurisdiction,lying abandoned in the fields
about 500m off the main road. On 29.08,Mrs.Mika Crnograc was found dead on
the floor of her house's corridor,by a neighbour,shortly after the former had been
taken inside by three HV soldiers. The corpse has since been removed by the
Croatian civil defence unit on 02.09. UNCivpol visited the scene of occurence on
03.09 and observed what looked like a large dried bloodstain at the spot where the
corpse of the victim had been.

Forced disappearances and arbitrary arrests of the native Serbs have been
complained of. A local Serb of Tice hamlet in Mala Polaca village informed
UNCivpol on 04.09-that 3-4 days earlier (significantly when access to the village
was restricted) another Serb resident,34 year old Tica Zeljko,of the same village
was taken away by Policija without any official intimation. No information about
his whereabouts or condition has been available since. Similarly on 02.09 an
UNCivpol patrol to Omscica village near Gracac was informed by a Serb
resident,Smilja Dukic,that her 76 year old father had been arrested by the Policija
on 09.08 and removed to an unknown destination. S.Dukic had earlier complained
to the Gracac Policija about the incident,but without any effect.

Armed robbery from local Serbs in the villages of
Biocic,Bukovic,Miocic,Cucevo,Palanka, and Benkovac Selo has been complained
of by the victims to UNCivpol this week. Except in one case,where armed men
in civvies were accused, the perpetrators were always reported to have been in HV
uniforms. An 80 year old Serb,living in Jagodnja Gornja village,reported on
04.09 how he is being subjected to daily doses of intimidation including an attempt
by one unknown civillian to strangle him. UNCivpol eye-witnessed ongoing arson
in the villages of Biskvpija and Strmica on 03.09. At Strmica,two armed Policija
personnel and an armed HV soldier were met at the scene of.the burning
house,who claimed that they had arrived after the fire's onset to investigate its

cause.

D. Humanitarian _role:

SE: No activity.

SW: Medical assistance,as noted in the preceding weekly report, is direly needed
by the refugees from Bosnia. UNCivpol patrols to refugee locations have
highlighted the urgency of supplementing the efforts of ArgBAT medical team.
A substantial number of local Serbs are anxious to be transferred out to FRY.
UNCivpol contacted Policija to seek clarification about the official procedure. It
was learnt that the Serbs wishing to leave must first pay taxes and expenses for
procuring necessary legal documents before their transfer requests can be
processed.

SN & SS: The surviving Serbs remain in acute need of humanitarian assistance.
Croatian Red Cross has distributed 200 kunas to some of the inhabitants as a
welfare stipend.
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E. Quality of lfe:
No marked changes observed from last week. The return of Croatian civillians to
the areas compising SN & SS is slower than expected.

F. Crimes against U.N.(and related international agencies): _
Nothing to report!

II. UNPROFOR _

The UNCivpol deployment in Velika Kladusa has started receiving reports of
alleged human rights violations. On 01.09 a native Bosnian Muslim,a former
supporter of Fikret Abdic,gave a detailed statement to UNCivpol on how he and
his son were tortured by the 5th Corps and Bosnian police on 07-8.08 during
illegal detention and made to sign a document against politically dissident
Imams(Islamic religous authorities). Father and son were released separately on
15.09 and 23.09 respectively. Another local Bosnian Muslim,a retired police
officer,also gave UNCivpol a detailed account on 01.09 of how he had been
terrorized and abducted by the 5th Corps and Bosnian police in the beginning of
August. The retired police officer evenmally managed to escape the
abductors,before they killed him according to their plans,and returned to his house
on 29.08 where he has been living in secrecy since then. The abductors have been
seen by the vicitm's family in town. The victim's wife has lodged a complaint
about the abduction with the Federal Police chief Advo Panjata who claims to have
identified the culprits. In the light of these testimonies,it has been decided to
enhance UNCivpol human rights monitoing in the Velika Kladusa area.

For an idea of the human rights situation reportedly existing in the BSA controlled
part of UNPROFOR's AOR,refer to the feedback given by Bosnian refugees now
at Western Slavonia(described in Section C/UNCRO).

III. UNPREDEP _
Routine activity of the border police monitored. No alarming smuggling or illegal

border crossings seen.
Patrolling to ethnically sensitive villages noticed no signs of disturbance to law and

order.
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OVERALL ASSESSMENT/CONCLUSION:

The overall human rights situation in the Theatre and its prospects are assessed as
in the last two weekly reports.

The Croatian government has still not convincingly tried to remedy the situation
inspite of the UN's high profile human rights monitoring. Evidence of the alleged
crimes against the Serbian minority are fast disappearing. Corpses are being eaten
by animals or randomly buried. It will soon be difficult to distinguish houses
destructed in the Croatian offensive from those destroyed by the Serbian side in
'91. In short,the goal of restoring confidence of the minority Serbs in the Croatian
government is becoming an exceedingly uphill task.

Note on attached statisitical data:-The flow of complaints by local Serbs from the
Krajina and Western Slavonian regions of Croatia has been depicted graphically
in annexes E & F respectively. It is important to realize that temporal variations
in the number of complaints recorded are not only a reflection of the extent of
vicitimization bat also of fluctuations in our ability of monitoring. Nevertheless
quualitative trendscdzn be discerned. -
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ANNEX A
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ANNEX B
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ANNEX C

SUSPECTS {03-08 SEP 95)
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NUMBER OF VICTIMS
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SERBIAN VICTIMS
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NUMBER OF VICTIMS

SERBIAN VICTIMS.

ANNEX E

RECORDED PER MONTH IN SECTOR WEST
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ANNEX F
QUALITY OF LIFE (09.09.95)
PRICE (DM)

No TYPE QUANT UNCRO UNPROFOR |UNPREDEP |REMARK
1 |BREAD 1KG 1 1 1.5 JUNPROFOR-shortage
2 |COOKING OIL 1L 3 4.5 1.6
3 [MARGARINE 1KG 1 ] &.8
4  MILK 1L 1 4 1.5
5 |[SALT 1KG 1.2 2.5 1
B [SUGAR 1KG 1.7 5 1.7
7 |FUEL 1L 1 6 1.65
8 |FIREWOODD 1 M({cub) 35 250
8 [ELECTRICITY 1 KW 0.1 0.35 |UNPROFOR-not evail,

FOOD AND FUEL PRICES
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bresd ol merg mik sell sugar fuel |

" UNPREDEP (SKOPJE)

7" UNCRO (DARUVAR)




APPENDIX W{three pages)

BURNT/DESTROYED HOUSES AFTER THE 04.08 CROATIAN OFFENSIVE IN

R090-0112

SECTOR NORTH

SOURCE LOCATION TIME OF DESCRIPTICN
OCCURENC
E
DATE FROM WHOM ok oteod gk koo ke k ok *****;** % g ok ode g ko e X
27.08.95 | Dr.Britta 2Km N 26.08.95 | 1 burning
Olsen, ICRC | Ruplensko,L to date house
side
" " Between 25.08.85 "
Kuplenske and | to date
Maljevac,L
side towards
Bogenia
" " As above,but |24.08.95 | 3 burning
cleser to to date house
Maljevac
29.08.95 | LO Ryszrd Turanj 28.08.95 | 2 burning
WYDRA - to date house
" SC Grethe Slunj area 08.08.95 | 22 houses
Stornes to date and 17
flats burnt
" " Primislje(w3j3 | 08.08.95 | 120 burnt
7-03) to date houses. (the
whole
village)
" " Froem Slnj to 08.08.85 | 32 burnt
Grabovac to date houses
01.09.95 | 00 Geir Divusa (XL13- 08.08.95 |1 burnt
Bjoerhusda | 00) to date house
1
03.09.95 " Gruborovici (W { 02.09.95 1 burnt
L.26-12) to date house




St.Nol,S51lu | 200 m outside | 03.09.95 |1 burning
nj Slunj to date house with
3 Policiija
Officers
nearby
03.09.95
" " Primislje(WL3 | 08.08.95 |26 totally
7-03) to date and 11
partly
burnt
houses
" " Velica 08.08.95 | Completely
Vranovina (WL7 | to date destroyed (S
6-14) . one from
last year)
" " Cremasnica (WL | 08.08.95 10 houses
72-31) to date damaged, 18
houses and
5 sheds
burnt
" " Lukinici (WL72 [ 08.08.95 | 10 houses
-34) to date and 9 sheds
burnt
" " Crevarka 08.08.95 | 8 houses
Strana (WL64- to date destroyed
22)
" " Rodici (WL65- 08.08.85 | 18 houses
21) to date destroyed
" Podgorje (WL66 | 08.08.95 | 4 houses
" -20) to date burnt
lhouse
damaged 7
Looted
04.05.95 | St Nol Donje 08.08.85 | 30-40
Slunj Niksic(WL43- to date houses
00) destroyed
" " Taboriste (WK4 | 08.08.95 | 5 houses
4-98) to date burnt 5
destroyed
" o Bovic(73-28) 08.08.85 {1 house
to date burnt
" " Cerevac 08.08.95 | 2 houses
Tusilovecke to date burnt

R090-0113



" " RODICT (WL65- 08.08.95 18 houses
25) to date burnt/destr
oyed
" " Veljun {WL44- 08.08.95 | 5 houses
12) to date destroyed
" " Crevarka 08.08.95 | 8 houses
Strana (WL64- to date destroyed
22)
" " Pcdgorje (WL67 | 08.08.85 | 12 houses
-21) to date destroyed
04.09.95 " Sucevici{(WLel | 23.08.85 | 4 houses
-22) to date destroyed
05.09.95 " Slunj (WL46- 08.08,.95 | Unknown
96) to date number
destroyed/
burnt
" " Mandic 08.08.95 | 3 houses
Selo(54-27) to date burnt
" " Zivkovica 08.08.95 | 8 houses
Kosa (WL53-23) | to date burnt
" " Podgorje (66— 08.08.95 | 6 houses
20) to date burnt
02.02.95 | Slunj Vrginmost (WL6 | 08.08.95 | 8 houses
St (patrol) 7-22) burnt
03.09.95 St Nol Miljusi(WL47- | 08.08.95 | 2 houses
Slunj 32) burnt

R090-0114



